& O God, o
who have made this most sacred night
radiant with the splendour of the true light,
grant, we pray, that we, who have known the mysteries of his
light on earth, may also delight in his gladness in heaven.
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Luke 2: 1-7

: Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a
: census of the whole world to be taken. The census-the first-
Etook place while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and
¥ everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph
& set out from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up
E to Judaea, to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he
& was of David’'s house and line, in order to be registered
% together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While
% they were there the time came for her to have her child, and
& she gave birth to a Son, her first-born.
: She wrapped him in swaddling =
5 clothes, and laid him in a manger

¥ because there was no room for them
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To enable us to situate clearly the political background
surrounding the birth of Jesus, Luke gives us the names of the
Roman emperor and of his Governor of Syria. Jesus was born
subject to a foreign power under the rule of Caesar Augustus
whom his subjects often called ‘Saviour'.
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i The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary"‘and
:Z* Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. When they saw thev*chlld
* « they repeated what they had been told about him, and eveﬁyone
: < who heard it was astonished at what the shepherds had to séy As
;:* for Mary, she treasured all these things and pondered them ﬁh her
i* heart. And the shepherds went back glorifying and praising éod

% for all they had heard and seen; it was exactly as they ha{dzﬂoee
:& told.
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On each day of Christmas
my true love sent to me
his Word to guide my way.
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