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Stella Maris

“Stella Maris” is the name by which many seafarers
know the Apostleship of the Sea. This is because many of
the AOS seafarers’ clubs and hostels around the world are
named “Stella Maris”, in honour of our patron, Our Lady
Stella Maris.

“Stella Maris”, “Star of the Sea”, is an ancient title for
Our Lady, used by seafarers and others associated with the
sea. Just as seafarers have traditionally depended on the
stars for navigation, so they trust in the protection and
guidance of Our Lady.

The Imagery of the Icon

The dark sky represents the night when solitudeliée’s
difficulties are felt more deeply.

Sirius the brightest star in the sky is a majak tai naviga:
tion and can be seen from every inhabitable regfdhe earth.

Triangles are symbols of fire and of the Holy &pir

The Virgin and Child are positioned in the upwpainting
triangle of the spirit towards Sirius. Mary is hafsthe Star
which illuminates our inner darkness and leadsouser divine
Son.

The boat represents the individual believer ompigtsal
path. The angle of the sails in the wind shows ithiatready to
turn about and navigate towards Christ. The beat @hditional
ly represents the church carrying its cargo tonetidife.

The sea is a metaphor for life. We are powerlessimpar-
ison with its might, yet we find in it beauty andutishment. The
world wide ocean represents all the peoples oééréh.

The fish are the four Gospels and remind us todestis
who is Son of God and Saviour.

Mary stands on the moon which is a reference to
12:1'And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a aor]
clothed with the sun and the moon under her fedtiugron her
head a crown of twelve stars.”

Today is Sea Sunday , when the Church re-
members all those who live and work at sea. Many
people have never stopped to consider how im-
portant seafarers are to our standard of living.
Without them we would not have most of the items
we use in our everyday lives. Many of these seafarers
do not have the quality of life on board that every
human has the right to.

Apostleship of the Sea (AoS) is the official
maritime welfare agency of the Catholic Church
in Great Britain. The Apostleship of the Sea reach-
es out to seafarers that visit our ports each year,
offering pastoral and practical support and care.
AoS is wholly dependent on voluntary donations to
continue its work; it takes the love of Christ to seafar-
ers in the name of the Church, recognising them as
our brothers and sisters in need.

Sea Sunday is the principal fundraising and
awareness-raising event of the year for AoS. To-
day's second collection will be taken at Masses
throughout the country, this annual event is abso-
Fyétely vital for AoS to continue their work. Please give
ngenerously, and remember seafarers in your prayers.
Thank you in advance.
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BONUS BALL
G141 #28 J.Doyle

Winners this week. £25 Each

G142 #36 J.Parsons

£5MtBuilding Fund

Its easy to play. Just pay a pound and choose a nber.
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What's on?

Traidcraft Stalls Sat/Sun 11/12th July Afteadd St Paul’'s
Glastonbury Pilgrimage Sun 11th July 2.00@rB0pm Glastonbury

Sea Sunday Sun 11th July All Day Evdrgre

Jubilee Mass and Garden Party Tuesday 13th July .30pf St Lawrence

A Day With Mary Sat 17th July 10.00am - 5.4bp Birmingham Oratory
Faith in Maintenance Course Wed 21st July 10r004.00pm St Bonaventure’s
Charity Lunch Wed 21st July Noon - 1.30pm St Lawrence Centre
FABRIC AND FINANCE Thr 29th July 7.30pm StLawrence Centre
Charity Lunch Wed 18th Aug Noon - 1.30pm t L&vrence Centre

MOSES

I hope you have enjoyed
the series of pictures by the
children of Year Six. We con-
clude this week with pictures
from Clare and Danna depict-
ing the parting of the Red Sea.
Alexandria showing us the gift
of the Ten Commandments
and Sophie a colourful inter-
pretation of the burning bush.

I would like to thank
Year Six for their wonderful
work this year, not just the art

Um but the thoughtful prayers and Ddymd
meditations which they have

generously allowed to be pub-

lished in this newsletter.

We also had a class
mass a few weeks ago and
the class was so enthusiastic
that | became almost redun-
dant. In fact one pupil sat in
my chair by mistake and for all
the world looked like she was
going to preside.

As it comes to the end of
the term | would like to wish
you all well in your new
schools and | know that you
will be taking with you amaz-
ing talents that make us all
feel very proud.

Rexgrolgia. " emeeee Stphie
Such is man in his own nature, and such, too, is he in his works. The noblest efforts of his genius, the conquests he
has made, the doctrines he has originated, the nations he has civilized, the states he has created, they outlive himself,
they outlive him by many centuries, but they tend to an end, and that end is dissolution. Powers of the world, sovereignties,
dynasties, sooner or later come to nought; they have their fatal hour. The Roman conqueror shed tears over Carthage, for
in the destruction of the rival city he discerned too truly an augury of the fall of Rome; and at length, with the weight and
the responsibilities, the crimes and the glories, of centuries upon centuries, the Imperial City fell.
Thus man and all his works are mortal; they die, and they have no power of renovation.
But what is it, my Fathers, my Brothers, what is it that has happened in England just at this time? Something strange is passing over this
land, by the very surprise, by the very commotion, which it excites. Were we not near enough the scene of action to be able to say what
is going on,—were we the inhabitants of some sister planet possessed of a more perfect mechanism than this earth has discovered for
surveying the transactions of another globe,—and did we turn our eyes thence towards England just at this season, we should be
arrested by a political phenomenon as wonderful as any which the astronomer notes down from his physical field of view. It would be the
occurrence of a national commotion, almost without parallel, more violent than has happened here for centuries,—at least in the
judgments and intentions of men, if not in act and deed. We should note it down, that soon after St. Michael's day, 1850, a storm arose
in the moral world, so furious as to demand some great explanation, and to rouse in us an intense desire to gain it. We should observe
itincreasing from day to day, and spreading from place to place, without remission, almost without lull, up to this very hour, when perhaps
it threatens worse still, or at least gives no sure prospect of alleviation. Every party in the body politic undergoes its influence,—from the
Queen upon her throne, down to the little ones in the infant or day school. The ten thousands of the constituency, the sum-total of
Protestant sects, the aggregate of religious societies and associations, the great body of established clergy in town and country, the bar,
even the medical profession, nay, even literary and scientific circles, every class, every interest, every fireside, gives tokens of this
ubiquitous storm. This would be our report of it, seeing it from the distance, and we should speculate on the cause. What is it all about?
against what is it directed? what wonder has happened upon earth? what prodigious, what preternatural event is adequate to the burden
of so vast an effect? Second Spring. Sermon Preached at Oscott CollegesBay 13th July 1852 John Henry Newman

Father Jim’s Silver Jubilee is druesday 13th July 2010with mass a6.30pmat St Lawrence Everyone is cordially invited to the mass and the
garden party afterwards. If you wish you can bingpttle and a firework for later. Please contactypcoordinator on 01454 315380. P.O'R

LEGION OF MAR\SOCiety of Saint Vincent de Paul
. . . TURNING CONCERN INTO ACTION
If you are interested in prayer and apostolic work,
. Meets every Tuesday
please join us! You are always welcome. 6.00pm-7.00pm At St Paul's

We meet every Wednesday at 7.00pm at St Paul’s. All Welcome




